dn ki

e

| Ry

L

[ By Ron Base Toronto Star

Ian Hendry, a serlous British actor

¢ who was the star of the origmal

Avengers TV series once turned to
Patrick "-lacnee in exasperation
“0h, Patrick,™ be said, “do you
ﬂbwmhmmln be so tricial?”

Whether he had to or not, Macnes
always was, and therefore he could
play the marvellowsly insouciant
Johnt Steed with the same ratural
ness with which he adopted the
trademarked bowler hat and um-
brella,

“When you have been through so
much war and death yoo tend to
make light of things or you doa't sur-
vive,” Macnee samd the other day
when he arrived in town 1o star in a
ﬁ:ﬁl of The E:Las; Is mﬁwmfi

ich opens lonight at F
Alexandra Theatre.

“I was only 19 when [ went into the

- navy, 26 when 1 got out, coe of only
four men still alive i our {lotilla at
the end. I don™ believe ] even started
to think until I was 30. T gently shift-
ed through things, and dido't notice
much of anything. I caused a great
deal of haver to wives and family.”

When his second ma broke
up after only six months (his first
lasted 16 yvears), be sought pspchat-
ric help and that “opened my eves to
what was happening ™ Now, he says,
be has chanpged completely, learned
to care a greal deal more about hie
around him. "I am not a dedicated
actor,” he savs, “but I am a dedicat-
gd buman beng.”™

New movie

For that reason he finds it increas-
ingly difficalt to play Steed, the
suave secret with whom be is
irrevocably associated, despite the
faci that the 13 episodes of The
Avenpers he made with Diana Rigg
were recently shown successfully oa
the CBS Late Night M-'.hrit. and the

nebwork is discussi
of a new made-for Em[ﬂn Aveag-
ers movie

“1 find T have to act Steed now,™ he
said, “and thatl's pot easy.”

Would be do another Avengers
serjes? “T den't know. I'm not maﬂ{
sure there should be ancther series.
think the 13 shows an CBS are pop-
lar because they were much lke
Monty Python, irreverant, violent, 1n
many respects tasteless. I'm wery

of them now.™ -

He [s not prood, bowever, of the 26
episodes of The Mew Avengers he
made a coupbe of years agn, foor of
which were produced in Toronts by
Nielsen-Ferns. “Without them,” be

Steed’s still
that witty
English gent

Lk e g ey R

says, “we couldn't have survived | 457

Eut T dont think the show at the
time merited continuing..Our cres-
tive people just weren't strong

Macner remains Infinitely capable
aof ing Steed, thowgh Sithng In
his sulte at the Roval York Hotel,

dressed in an impeccably eut dark
suit, he is still, at the age of 38, the
personification of the witty English

gentlernan.
Characteristically, he 4

his acting abulity, h'ut m fact he is
one of a fast disa mg breed, the
sophisticated lght -:nmedmn. Like
Rex Harrison, Cary Grant or his
cousin, David Niven, he has de
veloped the ability to make his lines
{leat with a natural elegance, all but
lest in a gemeration dominated by
the intenuity of the Pacings, Hofl-
mans, and the Richard Geres.

Seccessfud toer

Its 3 touck he will undoubtedly
demonstrate tonight in The Grass Is
(Greener, a esold comedy
by Hugh and Margaret Willkarns that
Mam&e.fmdﬁpite a mﬂmhe ul B:&h:yh
tour, expects wi pann
local eritics. “1 think weTl get knock-
ed heavily,” be shrugs. “But I'm used
1o it I dont mind because  think
we'll entertain people.”

At any rate, he'll be finished with
the play alter five weeks at the Rovyal
Alex. Then he must burry back to
BEritain to play the villain in a televe-
sion movie of Dick Turpin. And then
it's back to Holivwood where he
plays et another villain in a theatry-
cal horror flick called The Howhng.
The Avengers never-made him rich
{in the mid-60s be was mcking 200

pounds a weak with
ngg]l,hutitrm:lled in him being 1n
continual demand.

Before hringi%g Grass to Toroats,
he starred in The Sea Wahves, a
Waorld War II yarn that reunited him
with his cousin Niven for the first
time since they made The Elusive
Pimperned 30 years ago.

Over a glass of white win in the
hoted's Library Bar he casually lets it
drop that Niven's late brother Max

wasnnmhsmﬁ‘smhigm ¢
“She always & VEry il
David,” he says *“David saud, Ok,

we'mnnt%"hﬂﬁxmk
we are. He's 7 d, but he's in
marvellous '
India making Waolves, David in-
sisted we walk four miles out every
day, then four miles back. Then we
had a lovely fish meal and 3 couple of
whiskies, Last day of the war d
was blown out of his Jeep. Lost haif

IﬂlpmHﬂTh:snﬂandhﬂmkrbecamePamchWstmdr

mark when be played John Steed in hit TV series The Avengers.
He opens at Royal Alex tonight in revival of British comedy.

his shoulder. Has a big scar. 3till, he
skis every day. Just incredible.™

Macnee hasn't lived in Erain
since he emigrated to Canada m
1952 He has bved in the I8 since
1955 and now makes his home in
Palm Springs’ exclosive Rancho Mi-
rage area.

After bis second divarce, be never
remarried. “I love the Ladies™ he
saye, “bot I no longer want involved
relationships.™ He lives with his
daughter Jenny and her hushancd
“Peaple say, ‘kow can you do that?
Well, I sav, we're very happy togeth-
er.”

It is hardly the lifestyl® of John
Steed, but these days Macnee s hard-

Iy Steed. “Actually,” he concedes, “I
doen't thunk I played him very well in
the last series. I no fonger have his
inconsequential attiiude.

“Sweed remains unconcerned He
remmds me of Mark Phillips, Prin-
cess Anne’s bushand. After buving a
£300,000 house, he anmounces that he
and his wile are just two voung peo-
ple on a mortgage. Steed is an older

~pxtension of that.™

For one awful moment; Macnes
sounds as if ke dishkes bis lelevison
alter ego. Jan Hendry, the ctor who
s0 long ago thought Maemee could be
nothing but trivial, would have been
13}

Flynn almost always with Nazi

By Charles Higham

On Sept. 3, 1929, when war broke
out, Britamm asked all able-bodied
male British subjects i the United
States 1o to Washington or
their local consulate for mstructions
by diplomatic officials. Of the Holly-
wood contingent, Errol Fivan was
the only British star who [latly re-
fused.

In October 1840, Errel — by then
ene of Holiywood's most electrifying
movie stars — wa:sai;_nfutﬂ constants

in the company o tz Wiede-
Eann. the Naz consul general in San
Francisco. In vain, a Iocal member
of the FBI pol out 1o his supen-
ors that would not -consort
with Wiedemann after 1539 if he
were a loyal British subject.

Errol also began an infense love
affair with a Nazi singer named Ger-
trude Anderson. She was dark-har-
ed, slender, attractive and wery
:.rmmg.ﬁhewas also on the American
govermment's list of wanted Naz
agents and had comnections at the
lughest level of the Nazi Party in
Berlin. But every effort {o pin ber
down en specific charges failed.

Mystenioas Austrian

Dr. Herman Erben, the command-
ing and mysterions Austrian Nazi
whom Fiynn had met seven years be-
l‘urewhﬂnslupm'ekc&d in New Brit-

mﬁ in the United

Sta'r,e:s and was by the govern-
ment that 35 a Naz agent, no further
courtesies would be extended to him.
B]r 1940, even though America was
nof yet at war, security had tight-
ened and Nazi agents were being

ing of undesirable aliens was to re-
voke their citizenship on the grounds
of false procurement. Erben had Ged
gn numeroos passport renewal
forms between 1926 and 1930 (the
year of his citizenship), saying that
he bad been almest contingousty
present in America, whereas in [act
he had been frequently absent. The
of labor, Frances Perkins,
revocation of citizenship
in San Francisco.

At that moment, Errol stepped in
with perhaps the most disbolical ac-
tion of his career. He used Elemmor
Roosevelt, of all peopls, to protect
g{benanﬂ—bymm—hmr

Errol had met Mrs. Roosevel
through his work for the March Of
Dimes, at parties at the White House,
in New York and in Bollywood. He
was & [riend of Franklin D Roose-
wveit, Jr., who recalls, “Errol used to
joiz me and the Whitneys in fox

nrdere

Last of three parts

humting in Virgnia. Enowing how he
hated Jews, we used to call him
‘Fhynnberg” to annoy him,™

It was election year and Mrs
Raoosevelt was on 2 nationwide tour
on ber hushand's behall in the early
spring. At the beginning of March
she met Errol in Miami. It was easy
to get Lo ber by mentioniog his fond-
ness for ber som.

He asked her to have the revoca-
tion case against Erben's citizenship
called off. exact detalls of the
conversation will probably never be
kmown. But the thrust of the plea
mist have been Lo Mrs Roosevelt's

Jegendary concern for the underdog.
Erben had often used the cooven-

tional Nazi ys technique of claim-
mg that l:us amily in Europe would
be murdered by the Nazis if be did
not seem to be a Nazi himself, (This
was’ an ingenfous inversion of the
truth. Members of Gestapo agents'
families wére often held hostape but
not for the reasons given. By bolding
them, the Gestapo could make sure it
was not betrayed.)

Whatever approach Errol fook, it
worked. Mrs. Roosevell promised to
to what she could.

Hecords show that she contacted
J. Edgar Hoover, the attorney gener-
al, the secretary of labor, and the
secretanies of the Navy and Army.

In March 1940, the gruelhing mvestl-
Eatinn of Erben Errol was sud-
enly suspended.

On .!q:-rﬂ 3, 1940, with full govern=
approval, E‘rhm sailed on the
Pmﬁh‘i”pi”‘” . bound for the
a5 Gund ior g
Panama m board, ke upeu.t-’
expressed his Nazism. He filmed the
Panama Canal installations and ob-
tained eniree to military instafs-
tions by attending a Militia Day
Ceremony, without imlerference by
amyone. He returned to New York

mmmmmmmmuw
swordstick he found on movie making session in Africa. Picture

was taken about a year before his death in 1958,

v

::id his pictures were not impound-

. But by midmummer of 1940, the ef-
fort to revoke Erben's citizenship
began to be reactivated. War was
pething mearer to America. Every
month brought news of Americans
oing down on torpedosd vessels or
Ee[ug imerned in Europe. Erben’s
protections had worn thin.
A federal warrant was put out for
Erben’s arrest on the groumds of his
attempted 1o leave the coun-
ally while on trial over his
c:l With asiomshing bolc-
ness, riskang his career, Errol went
ahesd and took Erben to Mexico, In
144, while n a prison camp in
Sha I, Erben 1014 a fellow inmate
that | had hidden him on his
vacht, the Sirocco, and that from
there he had gone ashore to Mexdco.
This certainly was the easiest way of
aiding a spy to escape from Ameri-
ca

Drove to border
In 1978, Erben said Errol drove

"him to the border, got him through

immigratien and customs with a
Me:dtg: transit card and embraced
tm in a friendly farewell Which-
ever version Is true, Errol commit-
ted an act of treason by giving aid
and comfort to an enemy at a tme
wi:mhe wasstiﬂ aEriﬂsh mmlf,
]:u! have bEE.‘.l exu'a:ﬂ uﬁﬂq
itied in England as a traitor.

world-famous star cowld kave ended
his life on the hangman’s noose.

why be paid Erben's legal fees, gave
himh suecor and shelter when Fiynn's

Bat because this was o
Errol went on, smiling

mﬂe.mm:teamaf
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TUNERIDGE WELLS, England
(UPI) — Mantovani, the masier of
casy listeming music for four dec-
2des whose distinctive string sound
made him the first man to sell a
milliont stereo records in the United
States, died yesterday. He was 74
Once described as “the man who
could make a hymn out of a rock
number,” Mantovani had been il
far several years and died in a
nurzing home.

Born Annanzio Paolo, in Venice,
Italy, be took his mother's maiden
name when he started his stage ca-
reer a5 a vielinist, but it was from
his father that he inherited his
musical Latents
“Father was 2 great musician,”
Mantovani once said “Leader to
Toscanmi, professor at two Italian
conservatores, fold medalist,
knighted for his music. It was he
who taught me.™

But it was & dméuckey i Clewe-
land, Ofuo, who made Mantovani a
household name in North America
in 1951 by playing the Mantovani
orchestra’s version of Charmaine
s0 much that a craze for his music
The song was added at the
last minute to a long-playing album
of waltzes and it became his theme
Tume.

The craze lasted through the 705,
and it survived every music trend
of the time. Mantovani never veer-
ed from his style, stressing the soft

strings of the viohn both he and his
father once played.

“No matter what the fads of the
il s

P Wayd OF apprecr
ated,” he once said.

“Perhaps 25 per cent of the peo-
ple lke the classics. About 25 per
cent ke the Beatles 1 5im 1o please
theHiﬂ per cent in the mﬂdlaﬁ‘; "

sucreeded, becoming st
man in North Americs to sell more
than I million alburos B stereg and
recording 18 gold discs between
1951 and 1966.

Mantovani, who became a natn-
ralized British ciuzen in 1933,
began his musical career playing

Death silences
Mantovani’s
lilting stnngs

Mnntnm::H:sI*ushmusmI

style made him a houshold
word in the *50s,

the vighn with 4 restaurant band in
EBirmingham, England at age 16.

“I thought I had accomplished
my ambition when I was in my
teeens,” e once said. ¥T had played
the Saint-Saens Violin Concerto at
the old Queen's Hall {in London).

*“Sur Thomas Beecham sent me a
note to say that he had enjoyed my
performance. But musiclans hawve
to eat, you kmow. And a virtuoso
concert artist sometimes doesn't
have enough fodder for years.”

He became conduwcter for the
Hotel Metropole in London and
bepan recordmg and broadcasting
for the BBEC mn 1927 — two years
after be made bis first broadcas:
from 2 hotel in Manchester, Eng-

land.

By 1932, he had formed his fa-
mous Tipica Orchestra and toured
the British Isles.

During World War I he made
scores of broadcasts for the troops
and in 1945 he became Notd Cow-
ard's musieal director — conduct-

for such musicals as Paelfie
1560, starring Mary Martn.
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m Of The Shrew and
Muck Ado About Nothing, will
alterpate in repertory for five
mﬂnﬁt_pﬁdm of
Calley’s 1]
The Shrew has already made 2
oot ey
) program.
Aleryon next fall's schedule is Jan

Ttalian comediss, |

lump Twiggy, obviously
GﬂﬁSWhﬂ Arath#r Pumh?c,a;ﬁailmﬁn-

ot wmkmd with hubby Michael Whitney and
danghﬁtadymeshmmehmﬂ'smamgm

Shakespeare in Halifax

about a couple whese marriage and

" bedroom are deminated by a buge

fourposier bed.

Neville said be hat nol made up
his mind yet about three more
plays to round out the coming se-
SOm

de Hartog's The Fourpaster, 2play




